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Synopsis

Enjoy this award winning coffee table book on Rocky Mountain National Park by photographer Erik
Stensland. This book comes out of a decade of exploring and photographing this unique wilderness.
The result is a work of stunning beauty that will capture your heart and make you feel at one with
the mountains. Wild Light celebrates the magnificence of Rocky Mountain National Park through an
unparalleled collection of photographs. These spectacular images reflect Erik’s abiding passion for
the park and deep understanding of the ebb and flow of the seasons and of the flora and fauna of
this rugged yet beautiful landscape. Wild Light's breathtaking photography is accompanied by Erik’s
often thought-provoking and lyrical observations. In the great tradition of naturalist John Muir, Erik
highlights the paradox of wilderness and its ability to invite us deeper into what makes us human.
With a comprehensive overview of regions, seasons, ecosystems and wildlife, Wild Light offers a
greater understanding of this national treasure. Its images will imprint themselves on the mind of all
readers and reawaken a love for this wonder in the wild. In 2015 the Independent Book Publishers
Association awarded this book the gold prize for the best nature and environment book of the year

and the silver prize as one of the best coffee table books of the year.
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Customer Reviews

Enjoy this award winning coffee table book on Rocky Mountain National Park by photographer Erik
Stensland. This book comes out of a decade of exploring and photographing this unique wilderness.
The result is a work of stunning beauty that will capture your heart and make you feel at one with
the mountains. Wild Light celebrates the magnificence of Rocky Mountain National Park through an

unparalleled collection of photographs. These spectacular images reflect Erik’s abiding passion for



the park and deep understanding of the ebb and flow of the seasons and of the flora and fauna of
this rugged yet beautiful landscape. Wild LightA¢A A™s breathtaking photography is accompanied
by Erik’s often thought-provoking and lyrical observations. In the great tradition of naturalist John
Muir, Erik highlights the paradox of wilderness and its ability to invite us deeper into what makes us
human. With a comprehensive overview of regions, seasons, ecosystems and wildlife, Wild Light
offers a greater understanding of this national treasure. Its images will imprint themselves on the
mind of all readers and reawaken a love for this wonder in the wild. In 2015 the Independent Book
Publishers Association awarded this book the gold prize for the best nature and environment book

of the year and the silver prize as one of the best coffee table books of the year.

Fantastic photography!!

Great prose with great pictures

There are lots of beautiful places on this planet--so many, in fact, that no one will ever be able to
see them all. Wild Light brings the best of Colorado’s Rocky Mountain National Park into your home
and makes you wish it could do the opposite instead and transport you into the wilderness. Mr.
Stensland, who resides near the park, spends hundreds of days and thousands of hours every year
hiking to remote destinations in RMNP in an effort to be present when all the ideal conditions come
together to create moments of magic. Sometimes that means hiking ten miles to the same spot over
and over again until everything is just right. Those moments, which he solemnly captures, are
presented in this magnificent book. The quality of the photography, from lighting to composition to
imagination, is outstanding.The book itself is divided into sections based upon park geography. For
those who have visited, this approach makes sense because different regions of the park do
actually vary considerably. Each section contains dozens of magnificent scenes. Mountains,
streams, waterfalls, wildflowers, forests, trees, and wildlife all make appearances and combine to
offer something for every reader. Also included are brief descriptions of each area formulated over
the many years Mr. Stensland has been hiking the park’s trails. It is in these paragraphs that Erik’s
personal relationship with the park comes to life.l am also happy to report that Mr. Stensland is a
genuinely nice guy. He operates a gallery in Estes Park, CO, where his photography is available for
purchase. He is known by many to do absolutely everything in his power to minimize the impact he
has on fragile ecosystems while photographing the park. Practicing "Leave No Trace" hiking, he is

cognizant of every footstep he takes and always aims to leave the wilderness a better place than he



found it. He also no longer shares the exact locations of his photographs in an attempt to minimize
the additional traffic that could result from others trying to replicate a photograph.This book will
grace my coffee table until | no longer have one. It garners oohs and ahhs from everyone who flips
through it. Erik Stensland is lucky to have RMNP, and RMNP is lucky to have Erik Stensland. This is

his work at its most accessible. | promise you won’t be disappointed.

It's hard to say which | enjoyed more - the beautiful photography or the wonderful text. This book is
much more than just a collection of pretty pictures. It's informational and yet highly personal at the
same time. Stensland’s love for the park is clear on every page. Not only does he present an
insider’s view on the park but also how the park has changed him. The book is organized around
the park’s regions, ecosystems, seasons, wildlife and human history of the park (and the changing
role of the NPS). Stensland touches on more than just the beauty of the park, but also on deeper
themes such as why we should care about - and why we need - places of beauty and wilderness
and how they speak to our humanity. His goal is not so much to provide a documentary of the park
but to allow us share in the wonder and magic of his experiences. Whether you’re a regular visitor to
RMNP or reading about the park from a distance, this book draws you into the heart and essence of

this special place.

This is a truly beautiful book. | bought one as a gift for friends and one for myself. The quality of
paper is very good...nice and heavy stock that lends itself to bringing out the best in the
photographs. | live in Colorado and bought this as a coffee table book to look at and remind myself
why | live here. | also take it with me to share with family members, and use it to orient guests to
possible travels when they visit beautiful Colorado. This is a book that will give you many hours,
days and years of joy. The quality is superb. A really classy book and great value. Highly

recommend for both photographers and Colorado lovers.

Wonderful, wonderful book! Erik’s photographs not only capture what you see with your eyes when
visiting Rocky Mountain National Park, but what you feel in your heart. We go back every year, and
this book helps tide me over until our next visit. How do get homesick for a place you’ve never

lived? Don’t know, but Erik’s photos are the cure.

We bought this book at the gallery in Estes Park during our most recent visit. We leave it out on

display, enjoy looking through the images and it's a great conversation piece with guests. RMNP is



one of our family’s favorite destinations so looking through this helps when we need a mountain fix

and can'’t actually be there.

We visited the RMNP for the first time last summer. We couldn’t take enough pictures!! So we
bought this book. It is a steal -- well worth the price. Each photo is as breathtaking as the next. A
great way to remember the park without having to worry that your pictures won'’t do it justice. Such a

relaxing read.
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